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Eleventh Month, 2008

Come let’y
be

Friends....

Spokane Friends
1612 W Dalke
Spokane, WA 99205
(509) 327-7852
Nick Block, pastor
(cell) 509-844-5666

www.spokanefriends.com
spokanefriends@gmail.com

Sunday Schedule:

Unprogrammed Worship
8:45

Education Hour  9:30

Meeting for worship
10:45

In 1662 Edward Burrough wrote of Friends’ business practice: “ ...i =t he wi S
lowship of God, in gravity, patience, meekness, in unity and concord, submitting one
liness of heart, and in the holy spirit of truth and righteousness, all things are to be ca
ing and determining every matter comi
Those are words we don’t hear connected to decision making today. You might want to read that quo-
tation again.

When thinking about how Friends deal with the concerns Christ puts on our hearts as items
of business a couple of phrases come to mind. The first is that “Christ has come to teach his people
himself.” This is a simple affirmation that in our lives as well as in our business Christ is already pre-
sent and active, already pointing the way, leading and directing and that our first and primary responsi-
bility is to listen - intently. And it is also a much needed reminder that the promise of the Holy Spirit
was to a group. To hear rightly, we need one another. | guess that means that we have both to respect
another’s understanding of what they hear and then, with the same intensity and expectancy, listen to
them. Some of the most heartbreaking events in our history have resulted when one Friend failed to
test among others what they strongly believed to be the leading of the Spirit.

The second phrase that came to my mind was that discomforting question from a sermon by
George Fox that seared Margaret Fell's heart. He said: “* Yo u wi | | say, Ch
tles say this; but what canst thou say? Art thou a child of Light and hast walked in th
thou speakest i Now thatt doesh'trseanata ndetl puch Elarification. Tk dirst
important distinction | need to make is between my most logically constructed opinion, what | think to
be true in my head, and what | sense is the experience of the matter in my inner most self where |
hear the voice of God. What you say, is it inwardly from God?

There is another phrase that gets to one’s level of comfort with leaving one item of business
as having been settled to the satisfaction of your heart and getting on to the next. It is this: “ A'r
h e ar t sThis @ & neatierrof Petsonal and spiritual integrity. It is nurtured by a discipline of learn-
ing to listen to your own heart. Sometimes the words are just not there to explicate reasons, to be able
to answer that infernal and infantile question of “why?”. When something is right — no problem. But
when something just seems less than that... dare you respond that your heart is clear on the matter?

Lewis Benson wrote that the central feature of Fox’s vision of the church is his conviction that
... "the church is a community that hears and obeys the voitésah€&mdople among w
the image of God hlatds prditydoftymcclesiobgy. Can we enake a blaym
to be the people among whom the image of God has been restored? Are we a community that hears
and obeys God'’s voice?

These phrases help us understand that our Business process is not a form of representative
government where elected officials or authorities make all the decisions for us. But nor is our form of
governance a ‘democracy’ where we hold to the notion of one person, one vote and in which the ma-
jority rules. Our approach begins with an understanding that Christ is already at work within and
among us and that corporately we can hear God’s intent. In 1838 one Yearly Meeting’s Discipline in-
cluded this: “ May we therefore, i n our meetin
clothed with the spirit of wisdom and charity; this will divest the mind of a dependz
strength and abilities, endue us with patience and condescension towards each othg
served in fellowship agreeably to the
y e ar e Ohefrient daidtratri we do not set great st
mere gaining of debating points is found to be unhelpful and alien to the spirit of wor
govern the r i .d\othetwyte tiatr“dvéer ecdh enmreiesthi,n gt"h e r
cludes voting from our meetings, and trust that clerks and Friends generally will obse
not permitting themselves to be influenced in their judgment either by mere numb
tence. The clerks should be content to wait upon God with the meeting, as long as n
for the emergence of a decision which clearly commends itself to the heart and mind
t he r iTieBId Testanrere story of Balaam's articulate ass (Numbers 22:22 — ff.) is surely in-
structive. Being unable to move forward for lack of unity is not failure and it may well be Holy obedi-
ence. Nick
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A Report from Monthly Meeting

Peace with justice ministgported on the success of their recent activities, including the Mental lliness

Awareness Sunday on October 5 and the recent presentation from a Friends Peace Team representative d
ing education hour. In November, SFC is hosting the Caritas Bazaar, which will hopefully aid us in recon-

necting with the Caritas ministry. Spokane Friends also continues our support of Second Harvest F

ood Bar

Stewardship/Trusteegeminded all committees to submit committee budgets. They are still considering how

to refinish the basement floor and may ask for financial contributions directly from the congregation
cover the costs. The treasurero6s report show
ing.

Education committee s consi dering several things. Dec

church is being considered. The education workshop the weekend of Novefribesrdeming up soon and

the meals will be provided by us.

to help
ed |
idir

E | d eepodesl that Dwaine Williams is now serving as their clerk. They are currently working on an evalua

tion of Nick in his service as our meetingods pa:
Library Reorganization Underway Education Hour
. downstairs class
Our meeting’s library currently has more books than shelves. In order to make space for new -
books, Sue Keehnen, the meeting’s librarian, and other members of the Education Committee are . . . .
S ] ) ' ) If you like good discussions come|join us
sorting books, with the goal of removing books that are outdated or otherwise unnecessary. Sort- ev)gry Sungay morning at 9:30 in ir‘
ing will begin Monday, November 2. lower level of the Meetinghouse. Tlhe
) ) ) ) group will be starting to discuss a|fif-
Worried that some important books might be removed? All the books sorted out for removal will be ' |f farent book titletesus and Nonviod
set aside in boxes in the library for a week or so. Anyone interested can look through them and lenceby Walter Wink. Here is a palfa-
offer feedback on the choices we’ve made. If you see books you feel should be kept in the meet- graph from the back cover.
ing’s library, please let us know. OMore than everl Wa |
. lieves, the Christian tradition of ngp-
After a week or two, after members of the congregation have had a chance to see and comment violence is needed as an alternatiffe to
on what books are being removed, the remaining books will be donated to community organiza- the dominant and deatéaling
tions who can make use of them. dpowersé of ourf cons
fractured world. In this small book|
When there’s space for new arrivals, Sue and others will be making book purchases to bring our Wink offers a précis of his whole tfink-
library up to date. Are there books you think should be added to our collection? Please talk with ing about this issue, including the [fela-
Sue or another member of the Education Committee. Anyone with a special interest in reading tion of Jesus and his message to [politics
material for our congregation is invited to be part of this process! and nonviolence, the history of nofivio-
[u[[[[m— lent efforts, and how nonviolence fan
ﬂ win the day whe ot h
to resort to violence or terror to adhieve
their aims. o
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FROM THE LIBRARY

There have been quite a few additions to the children’s portion of the library, which the adults as well as the children are invited to re-
view. Some of the books may already be checked out, but these are some notable mentions.

Zazoo and The Book Thief are two “young adult” books that I've read for adult book discussions and they were very well received. Zazoo
is about a young girl discovering who she is while in the process of taking care of her grandfather, who is in declining health.

The Book Thief is about a young girl growing up in World War Il Germany. This is the author’s first book and deals quite well with the
* harsh realities of that particular time, from seeing people on their way to the camps to hiding a young man in the basement of the main
* family’s home.
*  Touching the Spirit Bear and Ghost of the Spirit Bear would be good “guy” stories dealing with problems of growing up and some adven-

ture.
% An addition to the adult section is This | Believe which is a collection of essays by the famous and not-so-famous which relate their be-
X Jiefs, how they reached them and how much of those beliefs we all have in common.
% Ifyou have any particular books or writers that you would like to have in the library, please let me know. This is a resource that everyone
: can use and it should be useful to you. Happy reading! Sue Keehnen, librarian
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Springing from the worship time on Octdber Hh,dsd Fundraising Sale G‘; 0 fE ab dr
Mental lllness Awareness ‘ Q i

The kids of our meeting plan to hold an-

E This day, this service

. Marks us, asking all

1 To stand in the gap

+ For others who hurt.

1 Songs are sung

' Poems read

, Stories amid tears

i Embrace vulnerability.

i Loved ones are recalled

E Who are no longer with us

' But are felt, seen, touched

' As we reach out

1 To those who remain

1 To carry this torch.

| Their light shines

1 With others, blended

''As itis, and brighter

1 Than one light in silence.

1 This service to others, to Christ
i Marks us as strong, worthy, healing.

fundraising sales have really meant a lot to us, and we hope you

can support us in some way this time too i by donating something
to sell, by shopping at the sale, or by talking with the kids about

this project and using it as an occasion to connect and build rela-
tionships.

Do you have any crafts, baked goods, or other items you could
donate to our sale? We will collect non -perishable sale items in
the upstairs Childrends Church rdo

Dates for the Sale:

December 7
December 14

sharing a table with us? Please contact Sarah Peterson.

1 © 2008 Robert L. Wiese

other Christmas -t i me sale. The congregatijonds i

m.

Wedre also considering having|a tab
on Nov 222. Would anyone else from Spokane Friends be interesfed in

INTERFAITH HOSPITALITY NETWORK

IHN night at the Civic Theatre was a huge success. About 15 of us went from SFC
and fun was had by all. Over $12,000 was raised so a big thank you to everyone
who participated.

IHN is now partnering with Mission Community Outreach Center, which is an ecumenical Christig
teer, not for profit organization that serves low income individuals by providing items free. They will
clothing and household items to the families of Interfaith in return for a few hours a month of workir
outreach center. This means that anyone who has things to donate for the families can take them ¢
community center and the families will be able to shop for the items they need. So if you have anyf
nate just drop them off at 1906 E. Missiaimeir phone number is 53684.
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Christ Clinic Dedlication
Please join us in a joyous celebration to dedicate the new clinic
to the Father who makes all things possible. There will be
. short worship service and dedication followed by a reception

*
*
*
*
*

Healing the Body...

_CHRIST CLINIC

Healing the Soul...
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* and open house. Sunday, November 9, 2008 at 2pm

x 2410 N Monroe St
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WWW.SPOKANEFRIENDS.COM
Anyone can do it and it is very easy and kind of fun. You ask, what is it?
Well, it is going on our pretty cool website (we think it is anyway) and registering. All | up to be participants in Sunday moring
you have to do is put in a user name and password and your in. What does that do | & Music making. You can be a leader,

: : Something New!

|

|

|

| iC . 9acer,
for you? It gives you the ability to see some things that you wouldn't see if you were- | 3 participant or contributor to this ministry.

|

|

|

|

|

¢ The music team is asking others to sign

N't registered. Also, you can submit articles right on to the site and then someone in | < gggi‘ dZ?VeeH;ESiic:\lct’?\::gtsﬁigziplﬁiseiS
the office will edit and publish it for you. You also can sign up for automatic emails of | « geting ' gnup

. : , « on the bulletin board.
Nick's messages or other articles he may have written!! What a deal. Wit

°
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"To Russia with Love" weekend with Johan and Judy Maurer

The Lasagna dinner Saturday, October 25, was a great success. Many thanks going to many people who shared their gift
of helps from everything to providing Russian decorations to helping with the dinner to providing the yummy deserts.

The Maurer's enthusiastically showed pictures and shared their experiences of life in Russia, and how God is moving them

| into providing a pastoral care emphasis. Did you know that Quakers have a history in Russia of providing famine and

refugee relief as far back as 1917? We gained a better insight into Russia and their culture. Johan is teaching several
classes which often leads to students asking questions of Faith and discussions of God. They are building bridges of trust
with the people in Elektrostal. Eagerly they look forward to going back on November 11. Judy said, It is "going home" for

Sunday morning they joined us in our discussion groups and shared with us in our Worship service. Our "To Russia with
Love" offering totaled over 600 dollars. As they look forward to their return they covet our prayers for a visa that will
allow them to teach in the schools and stay for at least a year, instead of the 3 months they have now. They are our
ambassadors to Russia, and we are a part of their ministry. What a privilege!
Remember our past Christmas Offering for the Moringa Tree project in Rwanda with David and Debbie Thomas ?
hey are helping the nationals form a business by producing a nutritional powder from the leaves of the Moringa Tree.
heir goals are to provide jobs, train and disciple workers and help the poor. For more information deb-
davethomas@yahoo.com
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us. Check out their web site for more information www.maurers.org !
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And from our Missions committee:

What do Hugs, Bags and Thanksgiving/Christmas Love Offerings have in common? A project that we are calling "Hu
families all year". This year we are excited to announce that our Thanksgiving/Christmas Love offering is going tdHater
pitality Network families who come to our meeting house every 3 months. We provide them with a place to stay for a w|
well as meals. We would like to add to that program with our" Bag of Hugs". This offering will include items (a list will b
posted soon) that can be put into cloth bags and given to each adult and child that come through our doors as Intdigait
There are several ways that you can participate in "Hugs to families all year":

(1) giving things that will go into the "Bag of Hugs"

(2)by sewing up some of these cloth bags and,

(3) by donating gift cards from Dollar store.

For directions to sew bags contact the church office or see Pam. Gift cards will help these families transition imctraie.g
Another encouraging hug!

Collections for the "Huggo- families all year" will begin on November 22 through the month of December.
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Ann Dusseau from Boise Valley Friends Meeting (NPYM) gave a presentation on Friends Peace Teams (FPT) at Spokane Friends Meeting on
October 12 during our Adult Education Hour. Ann spoke of her work in Kenya with FPT in the HROC (Healing and Building Our Communities)
program and her continuing work with training and fund raising. Ann's presentation was well received with many wanting to know more about
the program and the methodologies used.

FTP uses processes and methods that respect individuals and help conflicting groups through such programs as the Alternatives to Violence
Project (AVP), trauma healing, community reconciliation (such as the HROC program), and peace education. In all of these programs, FPT
brings together people or groups-in-conflict from different ethnic, political, gender, religious, and/or other conflicting groups.

FPT is a partner in three major initiatives or program areas. These are Indonesia, African Great Lakes (primarily in Burundi, Rwanda, and
Kenya), and Peacebuilding in the Américas (Latin America & Caribbean). The HROC program in African Great Lakes is a community based
program developed in Burundi and Rwanda, and now Kenya. Because of the success of the HROC program in Africa, the Peace Building en
Las Américas Working Group of Friends Peace Teams, decided to expand the program for possible use in Colombia.

For those of you who have access to the Internet, here are some sites to visit for further information:

Friends Peace Teams: www.friendspeaceteamstiisgveb site has links to the three initiatives in which FPT participates).

Alternatives To Violence program: www.avpusa.q/&)/P was born in 1975 in a New York prison when a group of inmates began working with
the help of Friends to develop a program to help young gang members. The program was developed to help all prison inmates deal with vio-
lence.)

The following folks may also be contacted:
Ann Dusseau, FPT facilitator, email address is anndusseau@clearwiremephone number is (208) 345-2049

Norm Pasche, for more information regarding AVP, phone number (509) 768-8919. If you are interested in attending an AVP training class, we
could have one here in Spokane if we have enough interest. There will also be a class in Eugene, Oregon in December. Contact Norm if you
are interested.



http://www.friendspeaceteams.org/
http://www.friendspeaceteams.org/
http://www.friendspeaceteams.org/
http://www.avpusa.org/
http://www.avpusa.org/
http://www.avpusa.org/
http://www.avpusa.org/
mailto:anndusseau@clearwire.net
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Paul Puckesticcesstully received &alditional stents and is doing great!

Mark and Chris Hurdverloaded with health and challenges. FHo [g[ing in the Lig ht

Samuel in his evaluation for a different course of treatment.

Gary Becker, Ann and Louis’ son making slow improvement in Valley Hospital.

Jesse in his search for employment.

LaVeta Thompson is recovering at St. Lukes Rehabilitation facility.

We celebrate Milt Asheesovering from heart surgery.

Opal Nixon as she moves to a new residence.

Kent Biel's family as his father passed away.

For our Meeting as we seek God's will in areas of our life together. )
We pray for the safety of Josh, Joel, Robin and Ridy, &iehds and loved ones of families in the Meeting,des they
ployed in military service to Iraq or Afghanistan. s
We pray that the leaders of countries at war, including our own, will seekvjostrengdaysno resolve conflict, @oe pe:
for the people in war torn courgndsll who either personally or corpoesitélye war's consequences. s
For our nation, our leaders and Members of Congress as they contemplate ways to conclude this war.

We pray for each of us as responsible citizens in this season of choosing leaders for our State and Nation.

For families in our worshipping community wrestling with the practicaf teadgrnsducation, employment and resid:

are

2Nnce.




