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At first I was a bit taken aback – just didn‟t know what to think of an email I received recently. It 
said: 
“I was googling for takes on a certain passage and found your stuff on Mark 8 ... You are a 
little confused over the semantic range of the word Messiah ... See my Messianism within the 
Scriptural Scroll of Isaiah, Library of Hebrew Bible/Old Testament Studies, Vol. 456, (New 
York: T&T Clark/Continuum, 2007).” 
 
I replied and thanked this person, admitted that I wasn‟t a Hebrew scholar, excused myself by 
saying that I was often left to the scholarship of my betters, admitted that I had been wrong 
before and that I‟d look for his book the next time I get to the library at Gonzaga. He replied 
with some nice words about me and „my stuff‟ and offered help with my evidently inadequate 
understanding of the semantic range of “messianism”. He then said he had friends at Gon-
zaga and had only recently driven through our beautiful city. 
 
I decided I needed to learn more about this mystery critic of „my stuff‟. I discovered that he 
shared a platform with Matthew Fox in a dialogue between a spiritual theologian and a biblical 
theologian exploring “the future of Christianity in light of post-modern demands for pluralism, 
and eco-consciousness, and a global ethic that honours justice and responsibility as well as 
mystical awe and wonder.” (It‟s a quotation – and you are right, it is one sentence and yes, it 
is good to have an up to date dictionary close at hand.) 
 
The accompanying biographical material said of his approach that: “Beginning with the Torah 
and Gospel as subject matter, he seeks to integrate the academic, intellectual, practical, and 
spiritual aspects of theology without sacrificing its solid foundation. For example, he states: 
"...modern scholarship has dissected the care of the live human being into broken physical, 
emotional, mental, social, and spiritual pieces but has neglected the whole person. Special-
ized disciplines often lose sight of the general principles that hold all the concentrations to-
gether and dignify the whole person. Biblical critics have atomized the biblical testimony and 
have historically reconstructed the pre-biblical traditions of a disconnected and fragmented 
Bible that is no longer a whole. Isolated theological disciplines have divided the integral pur-
poses of the academy even more. Therefore, we have failed to reckon with the greater 
whole." Wholeness is a really big thing with my mystery guest. And the more I learned about 
him the more taken I was by the fact that he took the time to read my stuff and make a genu-
ine effort to offer helpful and positive criticism. In addition I learned that he runs a pretty sub-
stantial foundation in California. 
 
Now I doubt whether my confusion over the semantic range of the word Messiah will gain 
much clarity from this interchange. The most important thing I took away from the experience 
was the awareness that people I don‟t know and will probably never meet read “my stuff” and 
that is a reminder that I need to try and do good work But you might take it to heart as well 
that others are watching us. Our lives, what we say or write, how we drive, whether we leave 
a tip for the wait staff in a restaurant after having said grace over a meal, how we treat or talk 
about our spouse or our in-laws – all of that reflects who we are. My mama used to say as I 
left the house “Remember whose you are?” Somebody might be reading “your stuff”. 
 
Enjoy the summer. Nick 



This quotation was contributed by Camila Flowers.  Enjoy. 
 
But when you catch yourself again, lose no time in self-recriminations, but breathe a silent prayer for forgiveness and begin again, just where 
you are. Offer this broken worship up to him and say:  "I am except thou aid me." Admit no discouragement, but ever return quietly to him and 
wait in his presence. 
 -Thomas Kelly- 

From the June Business Meeting 
 

At the June monthly business meeting, the meeting made the following decisions: 
 

 Because there was no widespread interest in having a church picnic, we have not sched-
uled a date for one. If any individuals are interested in helping organize one, please contact 
Bob Wiese to discuss it. 

  
 

 The slate of nominations for officers and committees proposed by the Nominating Commit-
tee in May's meeting was approved. The following names are being considered for possible 
approval at July's meeting: Linda Nixon for a 3 year term on Elders Committee; Lois Kieffaber 
for an additional 1 year term on Elders Committee, Jonas Cox for a 3 year term as a Trustee. 
The nominating committee's report shows the current officers and members of committees. 

  
 

 The meeting approved a bid from Perrenoud Roofing to replace the entire gabled roof of 
the meeting house because of damage to the tiles in recent windstorms. (The flat roof at the 
back is newer and does not need repairs.) The replacement of the roof will begin in 5-6 
weeks. 

  
 
This is a summary of June's meeting and is not an official report. The minutes from June's meet-
ing will be read, corrected if needed, and approved at the July meeting, and this corrected and 
approved version is the official record of the meeting. 
 

To my Friends in Spokane, 
 
I received your thoughtful card and gift!  What 
an unexpected surprise.  I felt the support of 
Spokane Friends throughout my time at semi-
nary, which meant a lot to me.  My experi-
ence at ESR was one of the most challeng-
ing, yet rewarding times in my life. 
 
Thank you so much for thinking of me. 
 
Much love, 
Summer 



Spokane Friends Officers and Committees July 2010 thru June 2011 

Officers (Annual Appointment) 
Presiding Clerk Robert Weise 

Recording Clerk Sarah Peterson 

Treasurer Norm Pasche 

Statistician Lois Kieffaber 

 

Ass’t Clerk Keith Sellers 

Ass’t Recording Clerk Sue Keehnen 

Ass’t Treasurer Pam Emery 

Representatives (Annual Appointment) 
Northwest Yearly Meeting   Martha Puckett   Bruce Williams 
Northwest Y.M. Alternate Norm Pasche 
Twin Lake Camp Board Bruce Williams 

Committees (Three Year Rotation) 

2008-2011 2009-2011 2010-2013 

Underlined names are pending Monthly Meeting approval 

Nominating Committee (Elder Appointments) 

Bruce Williams Pat Foster 

Sue Keehnen 

ééééééééé 
ééééééééé 

Elders 

Paul Puckett 
Charlene Cox 

Lois Kieffaber Linda Nixon 
 Terry Moore 

Stewardship/Trustees 
Norm Pasche, Treasurer (Ex-officio) 

Pat Foster (Trustee) 

Kevin Eaton (Consultant) 

Bill Emery (Trustee) 
Kent Biel (Status change) 

Mike Rogers 
Jonas Cox (Trustee) 

Education 

Camila Flowers, Staff (Ex-officio) 

Sue Keehnen, Librarian (Ex-officio) 

Maggie Dale Andrea Tuiinstra Amber Joplin 

Hospitality Committee (Self Selected- non rotating) 

Sherri Templeton 

Joyce Nelson 

Paul Puckett 
Gillian Moore 

Mark Hurd 

Chris Hurd 

Susan Block 

Pam Emery 

Charlene Cox 

Martha Puckett 

Peace with Justice Committee (Self Selected-non rotating) 

Kitty-Bendixen-Park 

Norm Pasche 

Andrea Tuinstra 

Lois Kieffaber 

Durdaana Rinderknect 
Alan Bonney 

Amber Joplin 

Keith Sellers 

Missions 

Becky Williams Cheryl Bendixen Jeannette Eaton 

For Informational Purposes 

Caritas   Joyce Nelson 

CROP Walk   Ron Fritsch 

Interfaith Hospitality  Pam Emery, Ron 
Fritsch, Lois Kieffaber 

Christ Clinic   Linda Nixon 

Fig Tree Board  Andrea Tuinstra 



The church has 2 car seats that can be borrowed by 
anyone in the meeting.  Perhaps you have a young per-
son visiting or you need a childrenôs seat for a longer 
time.  Let the office know if you need to borrow one of 
these. 

Dear Supporting Churches, 
  
Just a short note to notify you of the current Caritas needs: 
  
New and gently used Bibles 
Syrup 
Jam/Jelly 
Crackers 
  
Caritas lives and gives through contributions and support of member churches.  On behalf of those we serve, thank you so much! 
God bless you for your continuing concern for our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
  
Sue Miller 
Caritas Outreach Ministries 
326-2249 
  
``````````````` 
As He blessed us, we should bless others. 

Twin Lakes Retreat 
 

The weekend at Twin Lakes has been a 
blessing for everyone who attends for the 
last 2 years.  The weekend planned for 
next month promises to be just as enrich-
ing.  However, we are still in search of 
someone to organize this valuable event, 
during the weekend of August 20, 21 and 
22.  We especially need someone who will 
coordinate the meals.  If you can help, 
please contact the office.   



Graduating From Second Grade 
   
As a child I had a hard time distinguishing the outside world from the inside one. And since I found the outside one pretty harsh at times I kept to myself a lot. I have 
a vivid memory of this time that still gives me shudders.  
  
I was sitting alone on a bench on the side of the playground nearest my classroom. I liked that bench at morning recess because it was painted dark brown and 
when the sun came out it got warm even though the air was still cold. As I sat there I saw a tall girl with a sharp look in her eyes march stiffly up from the side to 
another smaller girl who was standing a few yards away from me watching others play. The tall one came in very close to the other, glowered down at her, and then 
in a vicious snarling explosion of words accused her over and over of disloyalty because she had been talking with another girl. The smaller girls body jolted and 
then froze in the shadow of her accuser. Even though not involved, I also froze, was afraid, confused, and sick to my tummy all at the same time.  
  
Recently I was going through a family album looking for family pictures to include on our wall in preparation for an open house we‟ve been thinking about hosting 
and I came across some progress reports for my sister and me from the early grades.  
  
Linda Foster, my second grade teacher observed, “Jeremy still daydreams a lot and often plays alone, He seldom contributes to the group but has good ideas when 
he does.”  
  
Hopefully I still have good ideas.  
  
For several years Nancy and I have been telling our friends that we are spiritually promiscuous. We have lots of friends from several Churches. We have been 
regularly attending the Friends Church, the Unitarian Church, the Christian Science Church and the Spokane Humanist Focus Group which is sort of like a church 
of ideas for curious, atheists and agnostics.  
  
We have visited other Churches as well. In Spokane we‟ve visited the Life Center as well as the Slavic Baptist Church where they give you earphones if you want to 
hear the service in English. And we have visited some other churches outside our area. For instance we have visited the Saddleback Church in Southern California 
- they have shuttle service from all the parking lots and the service is broadcast all around the “Campus” on loudspeakers in case there aren‟t any seats left in the 
main building or any of the “Satellite Pods“. While there we had a very long and open discussion with some volunteers in the “Prayer Garden.” We didn‟t disparage 
them or sneer at them even though we didn‟t agree with them.  
  
When someone realizes we are new in their church or discover we are not going where they thought we would be going on Sunday, often they ask if we are “church 
shopping.” But that suggests that people go to more than one church because they are searching for a community where their unmet needs are gratified. That is a 
tribal motivation, not a spiritual one. In our case we find it broadening to participate in more than one church and stifling to restrict our participating too narrowly. In 
fact we feel called to become ever more open so we become ever better suited to give and receive God‟s gifts.  
  
It is just human nature to fall into patterns of familiar behavior that ultimately become utterly predictable and therefore deadening. So it might be a good idea to 
disrupt the status quo a bit from time to time just for the sake of staying awake. Many churches recognize this shadow side of stability and try to subvert it by having 
lots of programs and social events or moving the pews around into new configurations but we think that the best method is to include more people even if that 
means that we are perceived as outsiders. 
  
We have tried to cross-pollinate our friends and their ideas by inviting those from one or more groups to events sponsored by one of the others - largely because 
we don‟t want to segregate our friends who are all valuable to us; but also to break down the false notions that members of one group develop about members of 
other groups. Break those notions down in ourselves as well as in others - a process that takes place through open minded welcome and good will in which no one 
needs to change their beliefs - although sometimes that happens.  
  
Initially on all fronts we have encountered resistance laced with suspicion. An adult version of what that tall girl exhibited on the playground so many years ago - the 
conviction that what is given to one is denied to others; so exclusive loyalties must be established and maintained. In their chosen groups people seem to have 
found a comfortable echo chamber for their “values” and don‟t want to expand beyond the self-imposed boundaries of their current friendships - or should those be 
called alliances.  
  
Among self-identified Christians many seem to regard other people whose views are not identical to their own as enemies. It is ironic to see that when left to them-
selves they often end up identifying each other as enemies. It is even more ironic, and even mind boggling, to see how Christians can ignore the injunction of Jesus 
to Love Your Enemies. 
  
Apparently when they read “love your enemies” they interpret this as a two-step process - Step One being to identify the enemies, and Step Two being to forgive 
them. This might work if they ever got past step one - in fairness some do.  
  
But to glibly say, as many from all quarters do, that defensiveness and suspicion is just the way people are is to make friends with the carnal mind and to resign 
oneself to conform to the world. Conformity is a comfortable thing but comfort shouldn‟t be confused with Joy. Comfort is what the carnal mind feels when it thinks it 
is in control and has convinced us that it is our best advisor. Joy is what we feel when we give God control trusting that He (or is that She) will take care of all our 
needs and lead us step by step from Grace to Glory. 
  
Nancy and I would like to become more effective in subverting the carnal mind. And we don‟t see how that can happen through being nice people who mind their 
own business; and it certainly seems unlikely to happen through any aggressive self-righteousness. But I bet everyone can recall at least one time when it hap-
pened through engaging with people knowing that all are worthy of honor (God hath shewed me that I should not call any man common or unclean: Acts 10:28) and 
then allowing God to direct the interaction. 
  
I think we all need to get out more and meet people from outside our spheres of comfort, talk to them, be with them a while, and expect the never predictable, but 
always beneficent Grace of God to show us we were not mistaken in giving a little faith to the stranger. 
 

Contributed by Jeremy & Nancy Street 
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Spokane Friends Meeting 
1612 W. Dalke 

Spokane, WA 99205 

Phone:  509-327-7852 

Email:  spokanefriends@gmail.com 

www.spokanefriends.com 

. 

 

 Becky William ôs mother, Gloria Juarez  & her father, Henry, as they  each recover from cancer surgeries. 

 Jeannette & Kevin  Eaton as she undergoes more aggressive treatment for her lymphoma 

 .Johan & Judy Mahrer request for a visa so they can continue teaching. 

 Milt Asher and his mother as  he sees to her health and care issues. 

  Bruce & Leann Williamsõ new reconciliation ministry. 

 Those in our meeting who are in search of employment. 

 All of the unspoken prayers and concerns. 

 For our Meeting as we seek God's will in areas of our life together. 

 We pray for the safety of Josh, Joel, Scott, Rich, Chris & Eddie,  friends and loved ones of families in the Meeting, 

as they are in military service. 

 We pray that the leaders of countries at war, including our own, will seek just and non-violent ways to resolve conflict, 

and peace for the people in war torn countries  and all who either personally or corporately  endure war's consequences. 

 For our nation, our leaders and Members of Congress as they contemplate ways to improve our economy. 

 For families in our worshipping community wrestling with the practical concerns  of health, education, employment and 

residence. 


