
SPOKANEWORD 

Sunday Schedule: 
 
Unprogrammed Worship  8:45 
Education Hour                 9:30 
Meeting for Worship       10:45  
 
Third Sunday of the Month: 

 

Combined Worship      10:00 
Meeting for Business   11:00 
Potluck       12:00  

This is also Food Bank 
Sunday 

Spokane Friends 
1612 W Dalke 

Spokane, WA 99205 
(509) 327-7852 

 
 

Nick Block, pastor 
(cell) 509-435-8053 

November, 

Eleventh 

Month, 2011 

A Meditation on Psalm 90 
  

Today, the word hubris carries with it the rather twisted notion that since God gave human-
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ÏÖÓËÐÕÎɯÖÜÙÚÌÓÝÌÚɯÙÌÚ×ÖÕÚÐÉÓÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÛÏɀÚɯÊÈÙÌɯÈÕËɯÞÌÓÍÈÙÌȭɯɯ8ÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÞÖÕËÌÙȮɯÞÌÓÓɯ(ɯ

do, how that seems so easily forgotten.  In Greek tragedies, hubris, this excess of ambition or 

pride, plays a more than common role in the downfall of characters.  There have been places 

in times past where charges could be brought against you for the sin of hubris, that is for 

exhibiting excessive pride, self-confidence or arrogance.  I think the 90th Psalm calls us to 

consider our human tendency to self-delusion.  

1Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.  
2Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to 
everlasting you are God.  
3You turn us back to dust, and say, ñTurn back, you mortals.ò  
4For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the night.  
5You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning;  
6in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers.  
7For we are consumed by your anger; by your wrath we are overwhelmed.  
8You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your countenance.  
9For all our days pass away under your wrath; our years come to an end like a sigh.  
10The days of our life are seventy years, or perhaps eighty, if we are strong; even then their span is only toil and 
trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away.  
11Who considers the power of your anger? Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due you.  
12So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.  
13Turn, O LORD! How long? Have compassion on your servants!  
14Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.  
15Make us glad as many days as you have afflicted us, and as many years as we have seen evil.  
16Let your work be manifest to your servants, and your glorious power to their children.  
17Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and prosper for us the work of our handsð O prosper the work of 
our hands! 
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are swept away like a dream in the night, and like dew freshened grass seed spring up only 

to whither and become parched by days end.  This is were the King James uses that wonder-
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and they are soon gone. The Psalmist concludes that human life comes to an end like a 
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periences of human life seem meaningless.    

,ÖÚÛɯÖÍɯÜÚɯÒÕÖÞɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯȿÖÊÊÜ×àɯ2×ÖÒÈÕÌɀɯËÌÔÖÕÚÛÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÛɯ1ÐÝÌÙÚÐËÌɯ ÝÌÕÜÌɯÈÕËɯ,ÖÕÙÖÌɯ

Streets downtown. On a recent morning a woman dressed to the nines drove her Mercedes 

×ÈÚÛɯÛÏÌɯÌÕÊÈÔ×ÔÌÕÛɯÈÕËɯàÌÓÓÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯËÌÔÖÕÚÛÙÈÛÖÙÚɯɁ&ÌÛɯÈɯÑÖÉȵɂɯɯɯ3ÏÌɯÐÙÖÕàɯÐÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÚɯÚÏÌɯ

was having to drive her own car, commuting in traffic, were she really part of the upper one 

×ÌÙÊÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕɯÌÊÖÕÖÔàɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÚÌɯȭɯɯ#ÌÚ×ÐÛÌɯÏÈÝÐÕÎɯ

some of the marks of true wealth she, in fact, has more in common with the 99%.   

                                                                                                                  (continued on next page) 
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Dear Supporting Churches, 
Blessings of this autumn season! 
Just a short note to share this list of our current needs: 
Jam/Jelly, Syrup, Pancake mix, Cereal, Canned chicken, Canned fruit 
 

Also, you are invited to shop or sell at the Caritas Outreach Ministries Annual Bazaar Saturday,  
November 12th, 9 AM to 4 PM at Shadle Park Presbyterian Church 
5508 N  Alberta St.  
Contact Lorraine (328-7457) for more information. 
 
May God bless you for supporting this ministry and caring for our less fortunate neighbors! 
Many thanks,  
as always, 
Sue Miller 
Caritas Outreach Ministries 
Volunteer Chore Coordinator   326-2249 

Books and Gospel Gear!  
Our Thanksgiving/Christmas Offering is all about Books and Gospel Gear. How does that fit together? Evangeli-
cal Friends Mission, which we as a Friends Meeting are a part, have put forth a Christmas wish list for the 
Friends church leaders, teachers and students in other countries.  

The Books portion is for a new Bible School in the Philippines where they are in need of a library filled with 5,000 books. What 
would a school be without a library? The government does not even recognize the school if it has no library.  In Mexico, a Friends Church 
known as La Familia is an extension center of a local seminary. Books will give them resources for the students. Your gift of $10.00 will buy 
one book for either the school or seminary.  
Gospel Gear involves providing flashlights, umbrellas  and raincoats for the lay leaders in the countries where Friends churches are present. 
Flashlights are to light the way in the evenings for those lay leaders who are having meetings in villages.  Raincoats are for the monsoon sea-
son.  Umbrellas  serve for both the rain and the hot sun.  
With your gift of $4.50 you can purchase one flashlight, $4.50 will also buy one umbrella, and the raincoat is $21.00. 

Your gift can be given anytime during the month of November and December.  Envelopes will be provided for your 
convenience. Give what you are able and together we can show our support to our Friends in Mexico, Philippines, 
Kenya, India, Cambodia, Rwanda, and Nepal just to name a few of the countries where there are Friends meetings. 

(Continued from front page) 

We have all heard the name Bernie Madoff.  In March 2009 he pled guilty to 11 federal felonies. Nearly $65 Billion went missing 

from the accounts of his clients.  Those who invested with Bernie Madoff had expectations of returns that smacked of larcenyɭ

and  they believed themselves to be financially secure.  It is easy to become deluded into thinking that we are Godlike- secure in 

ÖÜÙɯÖÞÕɯÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌɯÍÖÙɯÖÜÙÚÌÓÝÌÚɯÈÕËɯÖÜÙɯÍÈÔÐÓÐÌÚȭɯɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÏÜÉÙÐÚȭɯɯɯ 

The second half of Psalm 90 is different. It is a prayer in which the Psalmist makes his plea to God and dares to hope for what is 

clearly not apparent. The witness of the psalm is that for mortals to find true hope for today and true strength for tomorrow, there 

is only one to whom they can turn, the eternal Lord.  This is no carpe diemɭSeize the Dayɭargument! Those are merely thinly 

veiled attempts to deny our humanness and mortality and are precisely the sort of foolishness that the psalmist prays against 

when he begs in verse 12, "Teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart." A wise heart is one which turns away from 

human attempts at self-deception and self-justification. One that paradoxically implores the very God who says to us, "turn back, 

you mortals!" (verse 3) to, in turn, "Turn...Have compassion on your servants!" (verse 13). 

The psalm writer pleads with God to reverse some of the more deflating and discouraging effects of our mortality: the burden-

some sense that a mortal life is without meaning; the debilitating sense that nothing we do matters, because death comes for us all; 

the horrible fear that there is nothing that can satisfy us or give us joy. 

6ÌÈÝÐÕÎɯÉÈÊÒɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ×ÖÌÔɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÓÐÌÙɯÛÌÔ×ÖÙÈÓɯÛÌÙÔÚɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯÔÖÙÕÐÕÎȮɯËÈàÚȮɯÈÕËɯàÌÈÙÚȮɯÛÏÌɯ/ÚÈÓÔÐÚÛɯ×ÙÈàÚɯɁ2ÈÛÐÚÍàɯÜÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÛhy 

ÓÖÝÌɯÞÏÌÕɯÔÖÙÕÐÕÎɯÉÙÌÈÒÚȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÔÈàɯÚÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯÑÖàɯÈÕËɯÉÌɯÎÓÈËɯÈÓÓɯÖÜÙɯËÈàÚȭɂɯ3ÏÌɯ/ÚÈÓÔÐÚÛɯËÌÊÓÈÙÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÑÖàȮɯÚÈÛÐÚÍÈÊÛÐÖÕȮɯÈnd 

gladness cannot be fabricated or marketed.  They are not goods that can be pilfered from creation. Joy, satisfaction, and gladness 

are gifts made freely available and offered without condition by our creator and redeemer. 

Even the psalm's doubly repeated closing plea to "prosper for us the work of our handsɭO prosper the work of our hands" is not 

ÑÜÚÛɯÈɯ×ÓÌÈȮɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÈɯ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌȭɯ(ÛɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÒɯËÖÕÌɯÉàɯÖÜÙɯÏÈÕËÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÔÈÒÌɯÈɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÊÌȮɯÞÏÌÕɯÉÓÌÚÚÌËɯÉàɯ&ÖËɀÚ spirit. 



            A  REPORT OF THE OCTOBER MONTHLY MEETING FOR BUSINESS 

 
Minutes: The September Minutes were read and approved as  
presented. 
 
Treasurerôs report:: Norm Pasche presented the report. Line item ñParsonage Saleò will be renamed to be accurate for 
what the funds will actually be used for. The 2012 proposed budget will be presented at the November meeting for 
business.  
 
Stewardship and Trustees: Bill Emery presented the report. The 2011 budget was reviewed as well as those commit-
tee proposals which had been submitted. It was noted that $5,000 must be withdrawn from the Yearly Meeting ac-
count to pay for the boiler repair.  
 
Peace with justice: Norm Pasche presented the report. Visitation was discussed; no conclusions were made on how to 
approach the people who attend infrequently. The $125 in the NAMI account was discussed with Andrea Tuinstra 
(former coordinator for NAMI which met at the meetinghouse). It was agreed for Andrea to have access to these funds 
to purchase art supplies for the disabled people she works with. Budget items were discussed.  
 
Elders: Charlene Cox presented the report. Elders retreat will be at Holy Names Convent on November 5. The Puckett 
celebration will be October 23 immediately at the rise of worship. The worship enhancement subcommittee will meet 
on October 26. Pam Emery is assisting in the office until a new secretary is hired. Nick will be away on October 30; 
Bob Wiese will present the message on that day. Thanksgiving Sunday is also monthly meeting Sunday. We will have 
a ñplannedò dinner around that theme with a signup sheet provided for the ñextrasò.  
 
Education: Amber Joplin presented the report. Camila Flowers is encouraged to attend the worker growth facilitation 
meetings. It is suggested that the computers in the learning center be recycled, with new ones to be purchased if it is 
deemed necessary for use by the youth. The computers are not being used at this time.  
 
Pastorôs report: by Nick Block  
The secretaryôs last day was the last Friday of September. Kim left for a new job based on a family commitment. The 
secretary job description is being reviewed as to duties, hours worked, etc. Nick will be in Silverton, Oregon on yearly 
meeting business on October 30. Yearly Meeting is being asked to re-establish a mission in Morocco based on creat-
ing a for-profit business which would satisfy the Moroccan government (as opposed to a Christian missionary posi-
tion). A new effort is underway to review our Quaker presence in the Middle East. A peace training conference is being 
planned to be in the Congo. Skyped with the Maurers. Financial support needs continue. Nick continues to work with 
Caritas. There are plans for an ecumenical legislative workshop to be held in January 2012 at St. Johnôs Episcopal 
Church. A wedding was performed for Curtis Williams and Felicia Broadwater on October 8.  
 
There being no further business, Bob Wiese closed the meeting with prayer.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Keehnen 
Recording Clerk  
         
 

 

   

 

 



It's Movie Time !!  

Friday, November 11 at 7:00 pm 

at the Vintage Retirement Community 

in the ñLittle Theaterò on the third floor 

 

 

We will be showing the film òWhere the Lilies Bloomó, a story about a family of 

young kids who live in the Appalachia and the adversities they face. When their 
father dies, they hide the fact, lest they be separated by the authorities and shipped 
off to foster homes. The motherless Mary Call leads her two sisters and 

brother through the threat of losing their home, the danger of being sepa-

rated, and the misery of an Appalachian winter. The film was nominated 

for a Golden Globe award for Most Promising Female Newcomer for 

Gholson's performance in this film. The Vintage is located on Weile just 

north of the N. Division Lowe's Store. Call Lois at 466-1971 if you need a 

map. 

Thank You for your kindnessesé. 
So very many! 
We have appreciated and tried to thank 
those who have brought food, helped in 
other ways but that is so inadequate to 
express how grateful we are to the 
church family. Gil enjoyed seeing those 
who came to celebrate his birthday and 
the many cards also. 
Again thank you and I 
pray that each of you 
will be blessed as we 
have been! 
       Edith Pinto 

Hello from Kentucky!                    Nov. 1, 2011 
 Wish you could see all the gorgeous trees 
and bushes in their fall colors everywhere you 
look around this area. I go down highways 
ñoohingò and ñaahingò all the way and have 
taken many pictures. I am doing real well, 
praise our Lord! And hope everyone at Spo-
kane Friends are too!  
                        God Bless. 
                         Love, Juanita Salazar 

To the Spokane 
Friends Family-- 
The daughters of Paul 

& Martha Puckett wanted to thank all of you 
for helping our parents transition from Spo-
kane to their new home in Newberg, OR.  
They so enjoyed the church service and the 
potluck afterwards. They were both so beauti-
fully done and reflected the love you have 
given them over the years. Thank you all!  
Thank you, too, for all of you who helped on 
moving day! Our parents said over and over 
ñWe just couldnôt have done it all without all of 
the help we received that day!ò So, bless you 
all for helping. Forever grateful-- 
The Puckett sisters 
New address is: 
Paul and Martha Puckett 
1015 Cherry St.  #4 
Newberg, OR 97132    503-538-4340 

JERUSALEM PEACEMAKERS 
ñStories of Hope from the Holy Land: 

Grassroots Arab-Jewish peace efforts that do not make the newsò 
A 2 hour public event, accompanied with pictures and video, with 

Rabbi Eliyahu McLean and Sheikh Ghassan Manasra, leading 
Jewish and Muslim peacemakers from the Holy Land. 

Monday, November 28th 
7:00 pm 

Country Homes Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

8415 N. Wall St., Spokane, WA 99208 
An interfaith event sponsored by various Spokane organizations 

and individuals.  

Sunday, November 20th 

is the 3rd Sunday of the 

month and since it is just 

before Thanksgiving our 

potluck that day after 

Meeting for Worship and 

Meeting for Business will 

be a Thanksgiving meal together. 

There is a list in the foyer for you to 

sign up for the part of the meal you 

would like to contribute. The meeting 

will provide the TURKEY.  
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Spokane Friends 

Meeting 
1612 W. Dalke 

Spokane, WA 99205 

Phone:  509-327-7852 

 

Email:  spokanefriends@gmail.com 

 

 

Holding in the Light . . .  
* Paul & Martha Puckett as they adjust to their new home in Newberg, Oregon 

* Jonathan Brown  in Dallas 

* Amberõs daughter 

* Lois as Robert August has gone to basic training 

* Patrick Foster 

* LaVerneõs friend Amy 

* Normõs friend Marsha 

* Becky Williamsõ mother and father. 

* Mary Hansen contemplating health issues 

* Those of our Meetingõs families serving in the military 

* Joseph Elliott in Afghanistan  

* Robert August Peterson in basic training 

* Those in our care who are traveling 

 

 


